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Frequently Asked Questions

1. What is the programme schedule?

2. Will it state in the diploma that this course is online?
The Diploma will state that the programmes is a Master of Science in Data Analytics and will not
state that it is online on the diploma.

3. What is the fee?
Those working in a private or commercial semi state organisation can avail of the grant aided fee
of €1,800 per person per annum subject to approval.

4. Can you pay in instalments?
It is possible to pay in instalments up until 5 days before the course is due to commence. All
outstanding fees must be paid before the course starts.

5. Is there tax relief if so, can you claim back any tax?
Regarding the tax relief, I believe that you may apply for a tax relief however it is the responsibility
of each applicant to contact the tax office regarding this. We can provide a receipt for fees paid
if needed.

Frequently Asked Questions
6. How many on‐campus days are there per semester?
This is a 100% online programme and there are no on‐campus days per semester.

7. How you will be taught
The School uses a variety of teaching methods, in accordance with the rules, policies and
procedures of the College. All students should read these notes which explain what is required in
lectures, tutorials and other teaching sessions.
Students should be aware that there is a clear link between attendance at and engagement in
learning sessions, and performance in modules.

Directed Activities:
Directed activities consist of video/reading and tutorial based practical exercises that take place
on Moodle, the college’s Learning Management System. This content is flexible in nature and
each week learners will have the time between their last class and their next upcoming class to
work through the materials. These materials will provide the prework for the live classes and it is
vital that learners complete these in advance of their next class as these materials will not be
covered in the live class, however the activities undertaken in the live class may rely on the
prework being completed. Learner progress on the directed activities will be monitored by the
course director in order to provide support to learners who may fall behind.
Learners who are more confident may also be allowed move ahead of the content, although this
is at the discretion of the lecturer.

Live classes:
You should attend live classes(attendance is monitored) as these provide an opportunity to ask
questions related to the Directed Activities undertaken that week, and to work through practical
content supported by your lecturer. All lecturers will provide learning materials on Moodle, but
these are intended to supplement, not Page 11 of 29 supplant, the live session itself, which will
be wider‐ranging and provide support for your own study. You should not expect to be able to
note down everything that is said in live sessions, and copying things down verbatim will distract
you from the more important task of listening. The lectures are there to stimulate interest and
further study. Student engagement such as questioning, screen sharing or discussion are
encouraged. They are not primarily sessions in which lecturers dictate information.

Online Attendance:
In the case that a class is delivered online, students are expected to attend and engage to the
same degree that they would in a face to face class. Online classes will take place via Microsoft
Teams and students are required to use the Desktop application and log in via their student
account details in order to attend classes. Classes will be listed in the Teams Calendar.
During online classes it is important that students follow correct classroom etiquette and the
following ground rules will apply:
•Students must mute their mics and turn off webcams when logging in
•Students will preferably communicate with the lecturer via microphone, however a message in
the chat system is also appropriate
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•If a student has a question while the lecturer is speaking, they should indicate this via the chat,
or via the hands up feature
•Most classes will be recorded, however the timing and release of these recordings is at the
discretion of the lecturer

Continuous Assessments:
Attendance at continuous assessments is of vital importance (attendance is monitored) and all
students are expected to prepare for these in advance. It is important that continuous
assessments are completed as it will affect how you progress throughout the programme.
Continuous Assessment Schedules will be released at the beginning of each semester.

8. Is there a requirement to complete an internship?
The internship runs over 15 weeks, in the last semester of the programme. It requires working
full‐time for the first 12 weeks in an ICT related business environment. The last 3 weeks will be
allocated for the preparation of the portfolio to be submitted and viva. Part‐time students that
are working in the IT sector can undertake the Internship within the company they work for by
being involved in a Cyber Security related project.

9. Further information about the Internship
All students need to do an internship, this can be academic or industry. In some cases the role
students hold within their current company may make them eligible to secure their own Industry
Internship. This means that during 12 weeks you will work on a cybersecurity‐project where you
will develop a portfolio to submit for grading (a paper‐style report, artefact/demo, internship
report and configuration manual). The work developed can be a solution you proposes to a
problem in your company, you just need to be aware that the results have to be made available
to NCI academic examiners (although non‐disclosure agreements can be put in place if required).
During the Industry internship, you will be assigned an academic supervisor. In order for this
internship to be approved, you would firstly need to submit some documentation such as the
job‐description.

10. Is there a specific requirement to have skills programming/development?
Yes, the Entry requirement for this programme requires previous programme experience. As a
general guide we ask that applicants have covered off 4 programming modules in their previous
qualifications at level 8 for the MSc in Cybersecurity. Usually you would have a number
of programming languages covered as well and not just limited to one. All applicants are however
assessed individually and other experience such as work experience is taken into consideration.
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11. What are the credits
Level 9 NFQ 90 ECTS

12. What is RPEL?
RPEL stands for Recognition of Prior Experiential Learning which is a scheme run by NCI that can
allow you to gain admission to a programme or to gain exemptions from some parts of a
programme based on you providing evidence of relevant learning you achieved through your
experiences in a workplace or community setting.

a. Who can apply for RPEL?
Credit for Prior Experiential Learning is intended for mature students who may or may not
have had structured formal education but who have learned from their involvement in
employment, community activities, home duties, sport etc.

b. What kind of experience is taken into account?
Credit for learning gained in employment: A person, as a result of experience gained in
employment, might have achieved learning which can be equated to learning outcomes
listed for subjects on an approved course.

Learning gained from voluntary/community activities: Individuals may have been
carrying out duties in associations, sporting organisations or charities which might entitle
them to exemptions from the learning outcomes on courses in politics, communications
etc.`
Learning gained from experience working in the home: Individuals who have had
substantial experience of managing a household and rearing children may have gained
learning in the area of budgeting, time management, interpersonal skills etc. This might
merit exemptions from learning outcomes in business studies.

Learning gained from previous courses/training: If you have undertaken a class that is
relevant to the course you are applying for, regardless of the level, it will be taken into
consideration for your application.

13. Do you have a list of job titles the graduates have secured employment with in
different cybersecurity roles?
Application and Security Consultant
Apprentice Network Engineer
Associate Cyber Security

Cloud Software Engineer Cyber Security
Cloud Support Associate
Cyber Risk Analyst
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Cyber Security Analyst
Cyber Security and Forensics Consultant
Cyber Security Engineer
Cyber Security Risk Analyst
Data Analyst
Discovery Technician
Graduate Cyber Security Consultant
Immersive Engineer
Information Security Analyst
Information Security Engineer
IT Security Operation Analyst
IT Specialist
Network Security Analyst
PHP Developer
QA Automation Engineer
Risk Analyst

Security Analyst Intern
Security Governance
Security Operations Centre Analyst
Security Operations Specialist
Senior Cyber Engineer
Senior Cyber security Analyst
Senior Information Security Analyst
Site Reliability Engineer
SOC Analyst
Software Developer
Software Quality Analyst
Technical Support Engineer
Technology Security Analyst
Virtualisation Engineer
VP Global Sales Marketing
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14. Can you list the topics covered in the programme?
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15. What is the Disability Support Service?
The college is committed to providing equal access to education and equal opportunities for
students with disabilities. NCI encourages students to be open about their disability and to discuss
their individual needs with the Disability Officer. It is very important that students disclose a
disability early in the academic year to ensure that necessary supports are provided. By delaying
disclosure of a disability, students may be missing out on essential supports which can help with
everything from participation in lectures right through to sitting exams.

